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legal and institutional frame-
work for proteclion of their
rights. Most significantly, the
office of the Walagi Mohtasib
has emerged on the forefront to
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take up the cudgels on behalf of
the children by gearing s
efforls lowards their welfare,
The Federal Ombudsman's com-
milment Lo the prometion and

Syed Muhammad lyas

The United Nations General Assembly
adapted the Declaralion of the Rights of the
Children in 1959, which delines children's
rightls to protection, educativn, healtheare,
sheller and good nulrition. The declaration
served as a foundational docuament in the
development of international law related to
the child rights. It has influenced national
Et‘g_'_islalim'\‘a and policies around the world,
guiding efforts Lo protect and promole the
rights of the children in diverse conlexts.

Again in 1989, the world leaders made a
historic commitment to the world children
by adopting the UN Convention on the
Riz'hl_‘: of the Child. The Convention
l'\["l.‘un‘& the rights of the child alongwith
the responsibilities of the governments,

In Pakistan too, over the vears, there has
been a growing realization to improve the
lot of children, who forms a considerably
large percentage of our population, It has
led to consistent offorts to improve the

prolection of the child rights has
been unwavering.

in view of the growing challenges
impacting the welfare of children, the
Oéfice of the Grievance Commissioner for
Children (OGCC) has endeavored Lo [ulfil
the Walagi Mehtasib’s mandate lo “diag-
nose, wwesligale, redress and rectifv”
grievances Lo idenlify their underlying
causes and develop strategies to eradicete
them, The inherent objective is to falfil
domestic and  international  obligations
through a consultative process with the
stakeholders,

Pakistan has a population of over 240
million, 38% of which comprises children
and adolescent. The major challenge for the
country is how ta cater to their needs in at
least four areas (a) child health and wellbe-
ing (b} child nutrition and food sec urity as
the situation of food security has further
exacerbated due to 2022 floods and the
impact of climate change {¢} basic education
and schooling as Pakistan has a fairly large
number of out of school children d) child
protection and welfare, which happens to

be the most precarious area in view of
growing cases of c¢hild trafficking, child
labour amd other undesirable activities
including the cybercrimes aguinst children.

Within the framework of the child rights,
the OGCC is performing the role of an
oversight body that is keeping a watch over
the stale of children in Pakistan, The key
stralegv invelve, inter alia, moniloring of
media reparis to identily cases of violence
against children and lo achieve the defined
objective by fm'ilit‘tl:ing‘inturuc‘ri(\m with all
stakcholders including provincial authori-
tios at various levels. With the foregoing in
view, the following major strategic initia-
tives have bsen laken : (i) chklel titled
Promotion and Prolection of Chiid Rights
As an awareness raising initialive, a book
titled "Promolion and Prolection of Child
Rights” have been published, It is a com-
prehensive document about the OGCC. ()
Redressal of vases handled by OGCOC In
complisnce of its task of monitoring, cases
of violence against children and the redres-
sal, the OCGCC's mondtors media for identi-
Iving cases of violence against children
(i) Report on nquiry inte the plight of
Street Children in ICT The report was
launched in October 2022, [is recommenda-
tions fall within the domain the adminis-
trative/public sector requiring fegislative
action, support of private sector and moni-
toring by Lhe WMS, These have been sent to
the relevant authorities which are at vari-
ous stages of implementation. The Federal
Directorate of Fducation (FDE), in collabo-

ration with NGOs, is sharing the responsi-
bility of free and compulsory education for
the street children across ICT. It has man-
aged o enroli nearly 15000 children in
existing schools besides establishing 42
non-format education contres and 06 tech-
nical fubs in collaborabion with NAVTTC,
(iv) Elforts to curb cybercrimes againsl
children The OGCC has vigorously pur-
sued the issue of prevention of cybercrimes
against children and has focused on four
main areus: (8] awarencss raising and
media  sensitization (b)) advocacy  and
vapacity building {¢) legal reforms, and (d)
eduvational reforms

Awareness raising and media sensitiza-
tion has been an ongoing endeavor wilth
public service messages regularly being
disseminaled through PEMRA, PTY, PBC,
PTA and other social moedia sources.
Similarly in collaboration with the FlA,
Cyberorime Wing, the dissemination and
information on safeguarding the children
from the threal of cybercrimes has been
under laken within ICT. A ene dav seminar
was also organized by the organization in
collaboration  with the COMSATS
Univursil}', Isilamabad on  the topic of
“threats of cybercrime - growing vulnera-
bilities of societies” on 20 November, 2023,
which was attended by the representatives
frem the various government ministries,
agencies and stakeholders.

It emphasized that the evolving nature of
fechnology combating cvbercrimes has
acquired urgency, which regquires continu-
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ous adaptation, innovation and collabora-
tion across sectors. The Oftice of the Walagi
Mohtasib is cognizant of ils role and
responsibility as a catalyst and iy ready to
explore all opportunities to play its part. It
may also be pointed out that a help line
Nod036 is alse available for reporting the
cases pertaining to the children. (v) Legal
Reforms and Child Protection * The pass-
ing of the Zainab alert Response and
Recovery Act 2020 by the Parliament
reflects a pivotal steps in the legal reforms
for child protection in Pakistan. Named
after Zainah Ansari, whose tragic case
sparked public outrage this act establishes
4 comprehensive system to swiflly alerl,
respond or recover Lhe missing or abducled
children, * Similarly a bill on the Prevention
and Control of Crbercrimes against
Children/Criminal Law Amendment Act
was adopted by the Parliament on 18th July,
2023 which testifies to the continuous
efforts of the Wafagi Mohtasib in adapting
legal frameworks (o modern challenges.

The National Commiltee on Children
{NCC) is also an important forum estab-
lished by the Walaqi Mohtasib, which func-
tions in advisory capacity. [ts mandate is to
maonitor the status of the rights of children
especiaily those at risk and to redress their
grievances throupgh OGCC in addition to
addressing systemic issues through conswl-
tations with the stakeholders. It is expected
to provide quality input lor developing
sound strategies to bless the children with
a better future.



